
WORK EXPERIENCE @ MARR 

What is work experience? 
 
“A placement on an employer’s premises in which a student carries out a particular task or duty, or range of tasks 
and duties, more or less as would an employee, but with the emphasis on the learning aspects of the experience.” 
 
Aims of work experience: 
 
By participating in a work experience placement, students will benefit by developing skills across the following 
areas: 
 
- Employability and key skills (Working with others, completing tasks within a time scale, timekeeping etc.) 
 
- Careers education and guidance (Better understanding of the world of work and employment.) 
 
- Vocational subjects (New skills learned during your placement.) 
 
- Personal and social development (Increased motivation, self-confidence and interpersonal skills.) 
 
- General subjects (Understanding of relevance of school subjects in the ‘real world’.) 
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How it works: 
 
- Work experience is a 1 week placement which will commence on Monday 26th  September, and will run until 

Friday 30th September. 
 
- It is not compulsory, if you choose not to go on your work experience week then you will attend school and 

attend classes as per your normal timetable.  
 
- There are two types of placements available, ‘Open Opportunities’ and ‘Self Found’.  
 

- Open Opportunities: The school has around 150 placements already available for students. You can log 
onto the ‘WorkIT’ website (will be shown in more detail later) and complete a quiz about yourself which 
will suggest the best matched career areas which suit your personality. Alternatively you can browse 
through all of the placements which are available and select your preferences. 

 
- Self Found Placement: Many students find their own work experience placements through friends and 

family connections. This is completely fine, however there is paperwork which must be completed by you 
and your employer before this can take place. 
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Timing Recap: 
 
All work experience placements must run from Monday 26th September, until Friday 30th September. 
 
Deadlines: 
 
- As part of the work experience programme, you are expected to take responsibility for the successful completion 

of your application. Any students who miss the deadline for applications will not be able to attend a work 
experience placement. 

 
- All applications must be completed by Wednesday, 24th August. 
 
- Students completing applications using the opportunities available on the website should aim to complete this 

by the end of the summer holidays, this allows time to ask for help if any difficulties arise. 
 
- Students finding their own placements must return all paperwork before the application deadline to allow time 

for the forms to be processed. You will need to complete a ‘self found’ form on the WorkIT website, as well as 
returning paperwork which is filled in by your employer. Both online forms and paperwork must be completed 
before Wednesday  24th August otherwise they will not be processed in time and you will not be able to attend 
your placement. 

 
- Spaces for many placements are extremely competitive, just like real jobs are. For placements which are 

oversubscribed, places will be allocated based on the quality of your application. In the event of several high 
quality applications, interviews will take place. 
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How do I find my placement? 
 
Method #1 – Using the quiz to find a work placement which is matched to you. 
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How do I find my placement? 
 
Method #1 – Using the quiz to find a work placement which is matched to you. 
 
- You can apply for a maximum of three placements. Make sure you read them carefully and apply for your top 
three choices. 
 
Method #2 – Browsing the list of placements available. 
 
- If browsing through placements you still need to ensure that you select three choices. 

 
Method #3 – Self found placements 
 
- If completing a self-found placement form then you do not need to make any other choices. If you do, then 

your other choices will be deleted automatically when you submit the self-found placement form. 
 

- Once you have completed the form on the WorkIT website the only other task you need to complete is to get 
your employer to fill in the necessary paperwork. Do not leave this assembly without the paperwork! 
 

- Paperwork to be returned to Mr McNeill via the school office. 
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How do I make my application stand out? 
 
As previously mentioned, places on the WorkIT system are competitive and you need to make sure that you make a 
big effort on your application so that it reflects your skills and personality in a positive way. This is done by taking 
time to carefully complete your ‘profile’ on WorkIT.  
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What do I do if I need help or if I am unsure how to complete my application? 
 
- Read your pupil guide first, this has step-by-step guides on how everything we have covered in this assembly. 

This will be given to you by your tutor time teacher, along with your log in. 
 

- You can refer back to this presentation. It will be published on the school website by the end of today. 
 

- Mr McNeill will be available to help with any questions you have. Make sure you attempt to complete this long 
before the Wednesday deadline so that you have time to get help if needed.  
 
 

- Reminder: Students finding their own placements must not leave the assembly without collecting the 
paperwork! 

 


