
How to read questions carefully:

Identify Command Words and 
BUGS the question

Study Skills





National 4/5 
Geography 
Command 
Words

 Describe: say what something is like

 Explain: say why something has happened. Use 
words like because, due to…

 Give reasons: similar to explain, however it uses a 
source. The birth rate is high because….

 Match: usually linked to a map or photo. Pair up 
the feature with the grid reference.

 Give map evidence: Using a map. You must 
include names of places or grid references.

 Give advantages and/ or disadvantages: why is 
something good or bad. You are best to give both 
advantages and disadvantages to help break up 
the question.



Higher 
Geography 
Command 
Words

ANALYSE: Identify links and relationships e.g
rainfall & river levels

EVALUATE: Describe a solution and judge its 
success. Provide an overall conclusion

ACCOUNT FOR: Using a source, give reasons 
for an event 

DISCUSS: Provide different views about an 
issue or argument

TO WHAT EXTENT: Describe a strategy and  
offer a balanced, evidence based conclusion
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Modern 
Studies 
Example



Can you write an exam 
question?
Study Skills



What’s the 
question?
Think about
the 
command 
word



What’s the 
question?
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 Referring to a developing world city you have studied, explain 
different ways shanty towns are being improved        4 marks
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