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Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope that you and your family continue to be safe and well. It has been lovely to see some of our
students through their video posts of the daily PE challenge and the ‘Over the Rainbow’ South
Ayrshire music project. I have also been very impressed by the quality of home baking and
cooking skills; the future is looking very bright for the Home Economics department!
We are missing our students greatly and staff have made their very own video to bring a little bit of
cheer to the start of the long weekend. Please tune in to https://youtu.be/mwcETUoRhSg after
1pm today. Our latest newsletter is also available to view at https://joom.ag/8RIC.
In my previous letter to you, I shared that we plan to have a ‘virtual’ timetable change for new S4S6 students from next week to ensure that they can begin to learn their new chosen courses.
From Tuesday 5th May, all subjects will be providing work at the next level and a general overview
is attached to this letter. I’m sure you will appreciate that there are some complexities around
generating class lists etc. when changing timetable much earlier than usual, so please bear with us
for the first few days or so. Departments using MS Teams will generate new class groups,
otherwise teachers will continue to upload materials via Show My Homework.
Scholar, who provide online learning for a number of N5 – Advanced Higher courses, are also
allowing schools to enrol new S4 students early and teachers will be in touch with students as soon
as this is in place. In the meantime, you may wish to find out a bit more about Scholar and can
access information for parents here and for students here.
In addition to SQA estimates, our next focus will be on providing work at the next level for new S3
students and preparing for P7 transition. This year more than ever our transition programme will
be vital to ensuring a positive start for our new Marr College students when the time comes to
return to school. Mr Hobson and his team continue to work closely with our cluster Primary Schools
to develop a creative and effective programme to support learners and their families.
All current S1 students will continue with their BGE courses and should by now have chosen their
two elective subjects. If you have not yet been able to, please reply to the Groupcall message
indicating their preferred options.
I am are aware that many of our young people may be running out of resources such as jotters,
pencils, pens etc. From next week, resources will be able to be collected from some local shops, if
required. Further details will be sent via email/Xpressions/SMS with the location of each store. I
would ask that students take what they need and be mindful that the resources are to share across
the school community.

In these unprecedented times we are all working hard to do the best we can – students, parents
and school staff. I too share your challenges and struggles of balancing work, other commitments
and trying to supporting home learning for my own children, aged 12 and 9. Please remember
that we cannot replicate the school day at home and the most important thing is to prioritise our
children’s wellbeing. You are all doing a fantastic job!
Guidance Teachers and Heads of House continue to be available to provide support to young
people and families and can be contacted through marr.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk. If you have
not yet provided us with your email address, please let us know as soon as you can to ensure you
receive all of our school communications.
Stay safe and well.
Best wishes

George Docherty
Head Teacher

