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Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope this letter finds you and your family well. The new school term is underway and I
continue to be inspired by how our young people and staff are rising to the challenges of
working and learning at home.
Throughout the school closure, we have been continuing to provide support for our local
community where we can. The school is a South Ayrshire food hub, working in partnership with
other services to deliver food parcels to families. Our Design and Technology department have
been using the laser cutter to make PPE for NHS staff and local care providers and we have
donated around 100 pairs of safety goggles to home care teams. Thanks also to staff who have
volunteered to work at the Monkton Childcare Hub. The first Marr volunteers start next week.
As we near the end of the fifth week of lockdown, I know that our young people will be facing
challenges such as missing time with their friends and trying to maintain some structure and
routine during school days. Guidance Teachers and Year Heads continue to be available to
provide support to young people and families and can be contacted through marr.mail@southayrshie.gov.uk. Emails are being monitored daily and will be forwarded to the relevant person
who will get back to you as soon as possible.
Darley: Mrs Cooper (PT Guidance), Ms Gunn (PT Guidance) and Mr McLean (Year Head)
Fullarton: Mr Bell (PT Guidance) and Mrs Anderson (Year Head)
Lothian: Mr Higgins (PT Guidance) and Mrs Cleland (Year Head)
Portland: Mr Reid (PT Guidance) and Ms McCallum (Year Head)
Welbeck: Miss Walker (PT Guidance) an Mr Hobson (Year Head)
Home Learning
Staff continue to provide home learning activities using a range of platforms including Show My
Homework and MS Teams. Accompanying this letter is an overview of activities provided by
each department and where these can be accessed. Our Show My Homework reports indicate
that almost all students have been logging in and accessing resources. Please encourage your
child to share their learning and get in touch with their teacher for any further support or advice.
Moving forward, we are aiming for a ‘virtual’ timetable change week commencing 4th May for
students going in to S4, S5 and S6 to enable them to begin learning new courses. Some
departments have already started to provide resources in preparation for this and further details
on where to access materials will be shared next week.
SQA Qualifications
Earlier this week the SQA provided further information to schools about the certification process.
All school leaders in South Ayrshire have been working together to ensure a consistent
approach based on the previous and recent advice from SQA. A frequently asked questions
guide has been published by the SQA and can be found here together with their recent update.

Next session we are introducing S2 Electives to enhance our curriculum and provide further
opportunities for personalisation and choice. The options are included with this letter or can be
found on here on our website. Please look at the options with your child (current S1s) and reply
to the ‘Groupcall’ message that was sent to your phone with the title your child’s two choices by
the end of April.
This session we have been revising our school vision and values and at the start of the week I
re-issued a short survey to all S1-S5 students. Today (Friday 24th) is the final day for
submissions and I will be in touch again soon with news about our new shared school values.
Look out for our daily PE challenges and Inter-house competitions on twitter @MarColOfficial
and we will continue to provide new and fun activities (as well as home learning) for our young
people to engage with.
Today would have been the ‘last day’ for our S6 students. They truly have been a fantastic
group and have made such a positive impact on our school and in their local communities. We
remain committed to ensuring they have the send-off they deserve when we are able to do so.
Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to you for your support, patience,
understanding and kind messages during these difficult times.
Stay safe and well.
Best wishes

George Docherty
Head Teacher
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