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What we will 
cover 

• What is Retrieval Practice? 

• Retrieval Practice in the 
classroom

• Examples of pupil work



What is Retrieval 
Practice? 

Retrieval Practice is a learning strategy.

- The act of recalling learned information from 
memory (with little or no support)

- Every time that information is retrieved, or an 
answer generated, it changes the original 
memory to make it stronger.

- Often associated with end of unit assessments 
but research has shown that building Retrieval 
Practice into lessons is more effective.



Benefits of 
Retrieval Practice 
- Aids later retention ‘every 

time you retrieve a memory 
it becomes deeper, stronger 
and easier to access in the 
future’

- Identifies gaps in knowledge 
- Produces better 

organisation of knowledge
- Improves students’ 

understanding of their own 
learning process



Some Retrieval Practice Strategies that we use 
at Marr College …



WALKABOUT BINGO

Instant 

feedback

Co-operative 

learning



Brain Dump Write down 
everything you 
remember about 
the topic. 

Peek & Add

Topic: Bruce’s disastrous first year as king

I remember…





Make the Link
Each of the images 
below has a link to 
our topic, NATURE 
OF CRIME can you 

make the link?

Image Link

For each image:
• Name the category of crime
• Provide an example of a TYPE of crime that falls into that 

category.





Retrieval Practice
Without looking at your notes, select AT LEAST THREE  points from the placemat 
and write your responses in your jotter. 

1. What 
keywords did 

you use or learn 
in the PEE 

lesson?

2. Create 3 questions 
to test someone 
else’s knowledge 

about the 
immigration topic.

3. State 3 key 
facts from the 

illegal 
immigration 

lessons.

4. Draw an 
image of 

something you 
learned last 

week.

5. Summarise 
your learning of 
the current topic 

in under 30 
words.





Folding Frenzy

Light blue headphones

A4 page - Detailed notes 

• Descriptions, explanations, examples

• Drawing/annotations/arrows

1st fold - Spider diagram

• Show the connections

• Organise 

2nd fold – Flashcard

• Key words/terms

Last fold – cover

• Title

• Relevant pictures/icons

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdqgLmRAYjY




Retrieval Relay Race
Start in the first box and write everything you can about the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 

Pass clockwise. The person cannot repeat anything already written. Continue until all 4 boxes are filled. 
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